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TAGS: PFOR, MOPS, SOPN, AO, TD 
SUBJECT: PRESS COVERAGE ON ANGOLA 

REF: PORT OF SPAIN 0036 

OUR PRESS OFFICE HAS NOT BEEN ABLE TO COME UP WITH ANY 
PARTICULAR FILE ON THE OVERSEAS FREELANCE NEWS SERVICE. 
DAVID MARTIN IS A WELL-KNOWN AND RESPECTED BRITISH JOURNA- 
LIST WITH THE OBSERVER NEWSPAPER AND HIS AFRICAN EXPERI- 
ENCE IS LONG AND VARIED. ALTHOUGH HIS REPORTING ON AFRI- 
CA OVER THE YEARS HAS NOT BETRAYED A SYSTEMATIC HOSTILITY 
TO AMERICAN INTERESTS, HIS LINE ON ANGOLA, FOR REASONS WE 
CANNOT EXPLAIN, HAS BEEN EMOTIONAL AND ANTI-AMERICAN. 

TWO SUNDAY OBSERVER ARTICLES BY MARTIN HAVE BEEN DECIDED- 
LY UNFRIENDLY AS WELL AS INACCURATE. ONE FRONT PAGE 
ARTICLE ASSERTED THAT A US TASK FORCE LAY MENACINGLY OFF 
THE ANGOLAN COAST. THE STORY WAS UNFOUNDED AND MARTIN 
MADE NO EFFORT TO VERIFY ITS CONTENTS WITH US OFFICIALS. 
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A SECOND SUNDAY STORY PORTRAYED A MEMBER OF THE DEFENSE 
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ATTACHE OFFICE HERE AS A BAG-MAN FOR BRITISH MERCENARIES 
ON THEIR WAY TO ANGOLA, ALTHOUGH THE EMBASSY DENIAL WAS 
ALSO INCLUDED. FINALLY, A MARTIN ARTICLE IN THE JANUARY 
30 NEW STATESMAN ARGUED THAT EACH SOVIET/CUBAN ESCALATION 
IN ANGOLA WAS MERELY IN RESPONSE TO AN INITIAL US PROVOCA- 
TION. 
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